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Outsider Paper -  NEED TITLE
INTRO

When first coming to Purdue, one can be overwhelmed by the shear size of the university and the amount of people that attend.  After a while, you settle into your groove and can focus on what is really important—grades.  Just from walking around campus, one can see the diversity of the student base. Take the situation of coming to a new school for the first time as a freshman, which most of us have experienced, and look at it from the perspective as a foreign exchange student.  Depending on where they come from, they might have to better their English just to keep up academically. The majority of foreign exchange students are already considered upperclassmen, so instead of having to adapt to a new environment as a freshman taking introductory courses, they are thrown right into the proverbial “lion’s den” of three and four hundred level classes in their respected majors—the majority of them being management or engineering because of Purdue’s internationally recognized programs in those areas of study.  

BACKGROUND


My experience at Purdue has been positively shaped by its international environment.  Beyond that, living in Hawkins Hall has allowed me to experience the diversity of many different cultures.  Hawkins Hall is the most diverse living facility on campus, catering to students that are over the age of twenty, and with its centralized location, makes it the main living facility for foreign exchange students during their time at Purdue.  Last fall semester, I made very good friends with a British and Australian guy WC?.  From there, I was immersed in the international group—attending and experiencing things I normally would not have done on my own.  From my experience last year with my two international friends, I never really learned, nor did we talk about, the reasons they came here.  The talks we had mostly consisted of traveling, girls, music, or drinking.  Just being around them and being able to learn their differences in the English language and pick up some of their slang was really a good experience.  Before I met them, I was ignorant of most foreign cultures, mostly because I have not had the experiences that most people attain who have traveled overseas.  And from that experience of being exposed to things that were different than I was used to, it help expand my mindset.


Before meeting people from different countries at Purdue, I had not experienced a diverse learning environment in any stage of my academic career.  Because of that lack of being exposed to people from different countries, I was pretty much blind of how they went about their decision to study in the United States.  So in order for me to find why they wanted to study here, I had to interview some students that are attending Purdue on exchange, since there was not much of a “word on the street” WC? about this group of people.    


From my experience last year with my two international friends, I never really learned nor did we talk about the reasons they came here.  The talks we had mostly consisted of traveling, girls, music, or drinking.  Just being around them and being able to learn their differences in the English language and pick up some of their slang was really a good experience.  Before I met them, I was ignorant of their cultures, mostly because I have not had the experiences that most people attain who have traveled overseas.  And from that experience of being exposed to things that were different than I was used to, expanded my mindset.


Through observing forgiven students from afar, I recognized that they seem to mostly socialize with each other.  Since they all are not from the United States, that common characteristic seems to be one they use to form a group of friends.  Along with this, Purdue offers exchange students the opportunity to participate in the Boiler Gold Rush before the beginning of the fall semester.  This gives incoming exchange students, transfer students, and freshman the opportunity to make new friends and socialize with people that are in their same situation. And from my interview with Lόic, who is on exchange from France, BGR really helped him meet some nice people, most of whom he socializes with now. 
BODY - INTERVIEWS 

So after I explored how he is adjusting to being in an alien place, I tried to go into issues where he could voice his opinions on United States and how it is different from France.  When asked what his thoughts were of the United States government, he said, “In general, I think this is a really good democracy—one of the best.  But I think that the big problem is between [the] Democratic and Republican [parties]—there is not much difference.  [The President] is always Democratic or Republican.  [In France] we have a lot of different parties; it is not always the same party [that takes power].” ADD RESEARCH  Within recent years, it seems that the ideals and policies of the Republican and Democratic parties have been moving closer to meshing with each other—but not on every issue.  Mostly big business endorses and funds a lot of Presidential campaigns, so the first thing a candidate does when he gets into office is make sure his endorsers are paid back, usually through giving the business some advantage in their respected industry.  This dilutes the fact that elected officials are supposed to be public servants and do what is best for the majority of the population. TRANSITION NEEDED

When I asked Loic about his opinion on the war in Iraq, he said that, at first, he supported it.  “[In Iraq], there was nobody there except Sadaam Hussein.  This guy was a big shit, a big, big shit.  Before [his death] there were not terrorists in Iraq.  Now there are a lot of terrorists in Iraq.  [I think] Afghanistan is really important, there are a lot of terrorists there.   [And] in Iraq, [before Saddam’s death] there was [just one] fucking crazy guy.  I’m okay for war against terror[ism], but [war] for oil and money is not good.”  The reason former President Bush’s approval rating dropped so low during his last few years in office was because of his administrations undefined motives on the war in Iraq.  The people of America were no longer confident that their government’s only intention was to fight terrorism.  Still today, under the Obama administration, the motives of the war in Iraq are colored with shades of grey.  TRANSITION

The difference in how sex is spoken about in the US is different than what Loic is used to at home.  “[Most] girls and guys [in America], they don’t speak about sex, but it is life.  You can speak about it, it’s not shame[ful], it’s not horrible.  Maybe it’s [because of] religion or I don’t know what.  They are having sex, but they don’t speak about it, it’s kind of, ‘No we don’t do that,’ but you are doing that.”   Overall, the United States is a conservative nation.  Making sex not openly spoken about. WC?  Sex is part of human nature, but is not openly talked about here compared to a lot of European countries.  The major sexual subject that is taught to children at a young age is to wait until marriage to have sex, but this guideline has become quite lax since the late 1960s—during the Vietnam War and its creation of the hippie era.  It seems that sex is not something to be spoken about freely unless you are in college, where it is all anyone can think about, or you are talking with your friends when you are privately socializing.  There are probably more people that talk about sex than they are willing to admit, but most is not done publicly due to the conservative nature of the citizens of the United States.  TRANSITION NEEDED


CONCLUSION


(need more interview information of remaining two subjects to complete this)

After Loic answered my questions, I asked him again why he wanted to study in the United States.  “[I wanted to study here] because of my professional career, what I want to do.  And because it is really important to speak English now.  And in France so few people are speaking English.  So I want to be on the good side, people that are speaking English and for me, like I said, the United States is a dream.  So [getting to study] here for one year, I’m really lucky.”  
NOTES:  STILL NEED TO ADD IN RESEARCH AND OTHER INTERVIEWS (have not been written down in detail after recording them).  
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